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One Last Look at

Although summer seems 
like a long time ago, when 
we look back, we see an-
other incredible experience 
where ‘everyday’ was filled 
with adventure and the 
chance to step outside into 
a world of epic games, silly 
songs, creation exploration, 
engaging faith lessons, 
waterfront action, camp-
fires, and more. 

During this past summer, 
over 1900 people gathered 
around the summer theme 
of “Rooted” focusing on the 
life and growth we have 
in, and through Christ. We 
were so blessed to share 
it with you!  The memories 
that were made will last a 
lifetime! 
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From the Director
My wife Brenda and I recently were 

blessed to celebrate 25 years of mar-
riage with a trip to Washington State. 
Although I would have liked to bring 
back Mount Rainier National Park to 
Indiana with me, I had to settle for 
the memories and photographs (over 
1000!) of this beautiful corner of God’s 
creation.

Taking time away can give a won-
derful perspective on life.  And one of 
those is ‘thankfulness’.  Paul writes in 
his letter to the Thessalonians.... 

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, 
give thanks in all circumstances; 

for this is the will of God 
in Christ Jesus for you. 

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18

 Notice how 
he says “in” all 
circumstances, 
not “for”.  

Both Paul 
and Jesus knew 
something 
about chal-
lenging times.  

Like me, 
you probably 
have much to be thankful “for”.  But 
if you are going through some of life’s 
hardest right now, remember that with 
God’s strength, we can in faith still give 
our Father thanks “in” them.

Thank YOU for being a part of the 
Lutherhaven family!

A Special Christmas Gift
Buying 

Christmas 
gifts can be 
a daunting 
task! Trying 
to get the 
best gifts 
for a variety 
of people 
- one that 
is meaning-
ful, and 
one that 

will have a lasting impression can be 
difficult to come by. This Christmas, 
why not consider giving the gift of 
Camp and giving  someone the chance 
to share a Christian Camp experience 
that creates cherished memories and 
invests in their faith in Christ. 

Is there a child, grandchild, nephew, 
niece, or friend who has never been 
to camp before?  What about a family 
that would benefit from a family camp 
experience?  Or do you know someone 
who just loves camp and they would 
be thrilled to do it all over again? 
Whatever the situation, this can be a 
gift that could make a huge difference 
in their life. 

Camp Lutherhaven offers gift certifi-
cates that can be used towards part or 
all of the registration cost for a sum-
mer camp session, the camp store, 
or for any of the year-round retreats 
offered.  Call the office for details.

For other Camp gift ideas, visit our 
online store at www.cafepress.com/
lutherhaven.
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The Power of  Camp
Have you ever thought about the 

power that a Christian camp experi-
ence can have on a person’s life?  

Most of us would say it’s a fun 
time and a unique experience dur-
ing the summer.  But recent studies 
have shown us that we benefit from 
a Camp experience, now more than 
ever!

Today, American youth average 7.5 
hours a day on electronics and only 
4 minutes playing outside.  Only 33% 
get enough exercise,  6% are obese, 
and 11% will have a depressive disor-
der by the age of 18.  

At Camp, kids have a special place 
and time away from life’s pressures in 
order to decompress, dream and be-
lieve.  They get a chance to be known 
and loved, to discover God’s creation 
around them, to be with caring adult 
role models and to begin to navigate 
the tough decisions of adolescence.

Studies are emerging that tell 
us some things you may not have 
known.  That playing outside makes 
kids happier and healthier.  Time 
spent in nature even makes people 
more caring and generous.  To find 
out more about these studies and 
more about the positive impact of 
Camp, visit...

www.thepowerofcamp.com

At Camp, kids... 

...begin to navigate the 
tough decisions 

of adolescence. 
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This fall Camp Luther-
haven welcomed three 
new members to its team 
as Ministry Impact work-
ers.  They are Dorothee Belli, Elizabeth 
Flynn, and Andrew Carter. 

Dorothee Belli, from Hoffman, Illi-
nois, is a recent graduate of Concordia 
University Chicago. She has worked on 
the summer staffs of both Camp Matz, 
WI and Camp Wartburg, IL before 
coming to join the Ministry Impact 
team at Camp Lutherhaven. 

Dorothee is the oldest of six children 
in her family. She enjoys spending 
time with friends and family, playing 
board games, reading, and writing 
stories. She is also working on learning 
Spanish as she hopes to go into mis-
sion work someday. Dorothee loves 
camp ministry and is excited to grow 
in her faith while learning more about 
God’s creation. 

Liz Flynn is from Kendallville Indi-
ana.  She grew up coming to Camp 
Lutherhaven and was a Junior Servant 
for four years.  Last summer was her 
first summer on staff and she had a 
blast.  When she found out she was 
going to be a Ministry Impact worker, 
she couldn’t wait to start.  Liz’s favorite 
season by far is the fall.  She especially 
loves the food and changing colors of 
nature.  

Liz loves being with people and 
brightening up their day.  Some of her 
favorite things to do are listening to 
music, hanging out with friends, and 
doing puzzles.  She is excited to use 
her gifts to give back to the Camp that 
has given so much to her.  

Andrew Carter is from Fort Wayne, 
Indiana.  He loves to play soccer, 
spend time with family and friends, 
play or listen to music, and reading 
good books.  He has been going to 
Camp since he was little.  He was a 
camper for 4 years and a Junior Ser-
vant for 3 years.  Last summer was his 
third summer on staff where he served 
as one of the Program Assistants.  To 
Andrew, Camp is like a second home, 
so to be working as a Ministry Impact 
worker means a lot to him.  

The Ministry Impact position at 
Camp Lutherhaven runs from August 
to May. If you or anyone you know 
might be interested in this unique op-
portunity for Fall 2017, please contact 
the Camp office at 260.636.7101. Ap-
plications are accepted at any time.

We ask the Lord’s blessings on Eliza-
beth, Dorothee, and Andrew in their 
continued service.

New
Ministry 
Workers

Liz, Andrew, and Dorothee
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We’re  A Team!

From it’s very beginning, the min-
istry of Lutherhaven has always been 
about what “we”, not “I” do together.  

There are exciting things going on 
at Camp Lutherhaven and your help 
makes it all possible! We truly value 
your investment in this ministry with 
your time, talents, or treasure. Each 
gift makes a huge difference because it 
is God who works through it. 

Would you consider being part of 
our team as we “reach out with the 
love of Christ” in this special place?

Financial gifts can be made by mail, 
in person, or from our web site.  For 
additional information about anything 
listed or other ways to benefit the min-
istry of Lutherhaven, please contact 
Tim at (260) 636-7101.

 Some ways for you to team up 
include:

• Surrounding Camp with your 
  prayers
• Giving a Wish List Item (p. 12)
• Making a Financial Gift
• Giving to the Campership 
   Fund
• Form a Thrivent Action Team
• Include Lutherhaven in your 
  end of life giving
• Designate Your Thrivent  
  Choice Dollars
• Use Amazon Smile for Camp
• Helping with a Work 
  Weekend,  special project, or 
  serving on a committee

The Mission of Camp Lutherhaven
Reaching out with the love of Christ 

by providing the setting and resources 
to strengthen the faith of individuals 

and complement the ministry of churches
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Serving on the Board

Generous Grants Received

Although this group often goes 
unnoticed and unseen, they play a 
profound role in the ministry of Camp 
Lutherhaven.  Serving Lutherhaven 
with their gifts of leadership, exper-
tise, time, contacts, experience, ideas 

and support, they provide the ongoing 
foundation for Camp’s ministry.  A big 
thank you to all past board members 
and the current board of directors who 
each serve a three year term: 

Jim Berning 
Jenni Cunningham 
Adam Gaines
Jon Hartman
Karen Johnson

David Kuker
LuAnn Lebeau
Kathy Morse
Scott Pflughoeft
Rev. Timothy Sims 

	 If you or someone you know is interesting in serving on Camp’s board 
of directors or a committee, please contact Tim at 260.636.7101.  

Camp Lutherhaven has been blessed 
once again by receiving several grants 
over this past year.  They include 
grants for camperships, continuing 
education, Lodge improvements, and 
a new Site Director.  These were made 
possible by The Lutheran Foundation, 
Dekko Foundation, and the Indiana 
Youth Institute. Together, they add up 
to over $180,000!

We are so thankful for 
their investment in creating 
adventurous, faith-building 
experiences to young and 
old in our community.  

Because of their generos-
ity and the generosity of 
many individuals, Luther-
haven awarded scholarships 
to over 150 campers to come 
to a summer program who 
could not otherwise afford 

it.  Also, some large capital 
improvements will take place over the 
next year to Camp’s Lodge including 
accessibility, entrance enhancements, 
lighting, and furnaces.  Finally, the 
grants have also made possible the ad-
dition of Camp’s new Site Director who 
started in April.  See page 9 for more 
details.  Join us in praising God for 
these organizations and their support 
of Camp Lutherhaven!
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New Youth Retreat
ReCreate

Come to Camp to join with other 
high schoolers for a weekend of Fun, 
Fellowship, and Faith Formation! 
RECREATE, January 6-8, 2017, will 
be a weekend where you can come 
to Camp and dig deeper into your 
relationship with God, all while being 
surrounded by a Christian community 
to uplift and encourage you. There will 
also be plenty of time for fun, fellow-
ship, worship, games, winter activities, 
and campfires! (yes, even in winter) 

You can attend with your church 
youth group, with friends, or as an 
individual. The cost for the whole re-
treat is $109, which includes 5 meals, 
2 nights lodging, chaperones, and all 
programming. 

Sign up for this impactful opportuni-
ty and make a great start to your 2017. 
Visit our website at www.lutherhaven.
org or call the Camp office for more 
details including how to register.  
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Waterfront Improvements
Thanks to your 2015 gifts and par-

ticipation in our annual Chicken Din-
ner, the 5K Trail Run/Walk, and the 
hundreds of camper bank donations, 
our waterfront area was improved 
greatly for this past summer!  

Campers enjoyed many new and 
improved additions.  They included 
new sand, a water mat, a rope swing, 
new volleyball equipment, kayaks, 
paddle boards, beach toys, a life 
guard chair, among others.  

This year $6800 was raised 
through Chicken Dinner, the 5K, and 
camper bank donations - and is des-
ignated for improvements to recre-
ation equipment.  This may include 
things like archery improvements, 
frisbee golf, field games items, and 
recreation that can be extended into 
winter.  We can’t wait to see the im-
pact for the summer of 2017!  Hope 
you can join us for some monumen-
tal FUN! 
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On April 23rd, the on-site Luther-
haven ‘neighborhood’ grew by 2!  
Bob and Lynn Bickham joined our 
Lutherhaven community where Bob 
has become Camp’s first, full-time Site 
Director.  

Bob and Lynn are both natives of 
Michigan and Bob has been in similar 
positions at camps, both in Michigan 
as well as his latest venture at Camp 
Perkins, Idaho.  His background 
includes construction and masonry, 
but we have witnessed his abilities in 
many other areas too.

Here at Camp Lutherhaven Bob 
will help maintain and improve our 
facilities, grounds, equipment, and 
vehicles.  With 72 acres and over 25 
buildings and structures to care for, 
we are excited how Bob will impact 
this special setting so that our mission 
can be carried out even more.  Bob 
and Lynn both love the outdoors and 
have jumped right in to the Luther-
haven family.  

“Bob’s talents, skills and life experi-
ence have already been such a bless-
ing to Camp.  Bob & Lynn both bring 
a spirit of helpfulness that everyone 
who meets them notices.” says Execu-
tive Director Tim Jank.

Make sure to say hello to the 
Bickhams on your next visit to Luther-
haven!

New Site Director

 New Website
Camp Lutherhaven has been busy 

developing a new web site over the 
last 6 months.  It should be near 
completion by the time you read 
this.  Stop by and check it out at www.
lutherhaven.org.  Look for a surfing 
experience that should work well on 
mobile devices as well as computers, a 
new look, updated photos, integration 
with our facebook page, and much 
more.  
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Summer Staff
Cameron “Tarzan” Bienz
Emilie “Dobby” Bienz
Graham  “FIFA” Brown
Jordan  “River” Brunstetter
Sarah “Focus” Buttgen
Andrew “Oaken“ Carter
Elizabeth “Indie” Flynn
Kristina “Bandit” Foster
Haleigh “F_ash” Gross
Michelle “Burst” 
	 Hoffschneider
Michaela “Java” Holloway
Zachary “Robin” Huffman
Alex “Spikes” Koenemann
Caleb “Turbo” Krueger
Caleb “Kuzco” Linnemeier
Erika “Zeba” Maxton
Soe “Chief” Moe
Micah “Phuse” Nord
Abigail “Guppie” Pranger
Josiah “Strum” Rensner
Jennifer “Ducky” Reynolds
Christy “Fuzz” Schwarz
Kimberlyn “Dub” Skibbe
Malinda “Fritz” Standerfer
Julia “Volley” Waters
Emma “Radar” Wendorff
Timothy “Riptide” Zange

Junior Servants 
Ben Alden
Alexis Bautista
Christy Bautista
Ethan Bearman
J.T. Clark
Janette Crider
Dawes Dircksen
Claire Eggerman
Jennifer Enger
Emma Erne
Leah Gebara
Crystal Grunawalt
Susan Habegger
Shelby Hambrock
Austin Hartman
Daniel Hein
Anna Jank
Alaysha Joseph

Mason Kaschinske
Felicia Keller
Parker Keller
Alicia Kord
Josiah Krueger
Emily Lewis
Nick Main
Annika Malone
Henry Matter
Hildie Matter
Bailey Matthias
Micah Maxson
Charlie McLain
Mackenzie Mee
Kathryn Mick
Derrick Minnick
Samantha Mundt
Melodie Nord
Aspen Pflughoeft
Ember Pflughoeft
Ethan Pranger
Courtney Reardon
Lindsey Roehrig
Rachel Saunders
August Say
Cobi Schieferstein
Nina Secaur
Moe Sheh
Jordan Stevens
Joseph Teitzel
Bethany Werner
Tyler Wilcoxson
Janaya Woehnker

Nurse of the Week
Jodi Belshner
Gina Bickers
Jean Bristol
Julie Duchateau
Dee Erne
Deb Hosier 
Ruth Rockwell
Jennifer Ryan
Jamie Thoreson 
Colleen Wielosinski

Sunday Morning 
Speakers
Rev. Mike Bristol

Rev. Danny Eggold 
Rev. Chad Hoover
Tim Jank	
Rev. James Keller
Seminarian Brandon Koble
Rev. William Mueller
Rev. Logan Scheiwe
Seminarian Joe Schlie
Rev. David Strable

MINISTERs OF THE WEEK
Rev. Mike & Jean Bristol
Rev. Stephen & Rachel 
	 Henderson
Rev. Reed Lessing

Memorial Work 
Weekend Participants
Benjamin & Sherri Anderson
Tim & Cynthia Anderson
Jim & Elaine Berning
Matthew & Lexi Berning
Monica Berning
Clinton “BeeGee” Bienz
Stefanie & Treven Brown
Jordan “River” Brunstetter
Simon & Marilue Brunstetter
Aaron Carow
Stacey & Bill Dumbacher
Adam & Meredith Gaines
James Gorman
Stephen & Rachel 
	 Henderson
Alyssa & Erik Hildebrandt
Elden & Stephanie 
	 Hildebrandt
Caleb “Turbo” Krueger
Peggy & Mark Krueger
LuAnn LeBeau
Chris & Karmen Leeper
David & Mary McConnell
Ed & Cori McCabe
Victoria & Shane Miller
Jennifer & Brad Minnick
Abby Moehring
Kevin & Jamie Morse
Micah “Phuse” Nord
Sherri & Paul Nord
Jon & Amy Osborn

This summer Camp Lutherhaven served more than 1,900 people. This could 
not be done without the help of a talented and dedicated summer ministry 
team. Thank you to all who were a part of making this summer awesome! Your 
outstanding effort made a difference to all those you encountered this summer.
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Katie & Dave Paetz
Joseph Palinkas
James & Michele Rockhill
Joseph Schlie
Bill & Sue Schoech
Mike & Verna Vandercar
Mark B & Heidi L Wildauer
Enrique Valerio & Chris
	 Yamanaka
Michelle Yamanaka
Rob Bryan & Anita Yamanaka

Other Summer Helpers
Bethany Andrews
Amber Birkmier
Kayla Copper
James Gorman
Rachel Miller
Donna Newman
Scott & Wendy Pflughoeft
Andrew Rennecker
Stephanie Rennecker
Hannah Schilling
Joe Schlie
Gary & Sharon Standerfer

If you or someone you know would like to 
join our summer team as a staff member or 
volunteer, please contact the Camp office or 
visit our web site at www.lutherhaven.org.

In fact, we have already begun accepting 
applications for 27 summer staff positions. 
These positions include Cabin Counselors, 
Maintenance, Kitchen, First Aid Coordinator, 
Life Guard, and Leadership Staff. In addition 
Lutherhaven will soon begin the process for 
the many volunteer and auxiliary positions. 
There are opportunities for serving as a Junior 
Servant, Nurse of the Week, and Minister of 
the Week. If you have any questions or would 
like an application, please contact us.
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Our Lutherhaven lost and found col-
lection has grown to be pretty impres-
sive over the past few months, and we 
would love to reunite people with their 
missing items! If you think you may 
have left something from this past 
summer or 
fall, please 
email our 
Lost and 
Found 
Wrangler, 
Dorothee 
Belli, at 
ministry-
impact@lu-
therhaven.
org  or call 
our office 
at 260-

636-7101. Give us a brief description 
of the item, the dates when you were 
at Camp, where you stayed, as well as 
your mailing address, and we will do 
our very best to locate your things and 
send them to you! We do ask that you 

cover the 
postage of 
your items. 
If lost and 
found items 
do not get 
claimed by 
the end of 
the year, 
we will pass 
them on to 
local chari-
ties.

Lost & Found

Wish ListWish List
•	Alarm clocks - small
• Archery arrows, targets, 
	 net
• Area rugs for Cabins
•	Batteries
•	Bean bag chairs, 2-3
• Broomball equipment
• Brooms
• Bunk Beds/Mattresses
• Camperships for 2017
• Canoes/kayaks/paddles
• Christmas lights (twinkle)
• Commercial Kitchen Mixer
• Construction paper
•	Costumes - adult sizes
• Disposable small cups
• Driveway/Parking 
   surfacing

•	Exercise balls, 60-72”
•	Foam 12x12” puzzle pieces
•	Glow sticks
• Kitchen cookware, DRC
•	Labeler
• Latex balloons
• Leaf mulcher
•	Light sabers - real ones 
	 preferred
• Life  Jackets
• Music stands
•	Night lights
• Outdoor lighting
• Outdoor rocking/ 
   Adirondack chairs
• Picnic tables
• Playground balls
• Leaf rakes

• Rit liquid dye
• Sand for the beach
• Service projects
• Snow cone machine
  Thank you!
• Taxidermist (for moose)
• Tempera paint
• Top soil
• Tree/pruning saws
• Vacuums (upright)
•	Water noodles
• White T-shirts for 
   tye dye

To donate an item from 
the list or to find out more 
information, please contact 
the Camp office.
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Thanks for Helping!
We would like to extend a huge 

thank you to everyone who has come 
out to serve at Camp Lutherhaven in 
the past few months. Three cheers for 
you! 

It has been a blessing to have fami-
lies, schools and church youth groups 
helping out around Camp, not to 
mention the record turnout of volun-
teers at our Fall Work Day on October 
8th. Through all of your hard work, we 
have been able to prepare Camp for 
the winter months to come, as well as 
get some things ready for the future. 
Mulch has been spread, closets have 
been organized, firewood has been 
cut, split, and distributed, docks have 
been taken in from the lake, weeds 
have been pulled, porches have been 
swept and our Camp community has 
been built up and strengthened in 
Christ.

Special thanks to Central Noble High 
School and Concordia Lutheran High 
School for their willing student groups.

If you’re worried that you may 
have missed your chance to help out 
around Camp before winter comes, 
never fear! We are still looking for peo-
ple to come out and help rake leaves, 
split wood, and even help install some 
lights.  Contact us at the Camp office at 
260-636-7101 to find out more and set 
up a date that works. We don’t want to 
leaf you behind!
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Living Victoriously is the 
theme of Camp Luther-
haven’s January 27-29th 
retreat for women.  2017 
is just around the corner.  
The truth and power of 
God’s Word equips us to 
embrace this New Year 
with confidence.  Are you 
ready?  Join us for a day 
or a weekend (the choice 
is yours) of praise, prom-
ise and the presence of 
God.

Presenters
This year’s keynote 

presenters are Jan Dodge 
and Dawn Limmer from 
Minnesota.  Passionate, Christ-cen-
tered and authentic, Jan and Dawn 
take their listeners on a journey to 
the cross through the deepest places 
of the heart.  Insight, conviction and 
hunger for the Word open the door to 
the unshakable hope we have as the 
people of God.  

Living Victoriously is a Spirit infused 
journey of hope, healing and joy.  God 
has called us to a hope that is cer-
tain and true. This promise is found 
throughout the Bible, yet we often 
feel inadequate to freely receive His 
boundless love or to do the work God 
has called us to do.  God’s desire is 
for us to know His love and “do good 
works, which God prepared in advance 
for us to do.” (Ephesians 2:10)  It 
doesn’t matter our age, our burdens 
or our brokenness – He meets us just 
where we are with healing, hope and 
grace.  The book of Ephesians will be 
our traveling guide throughout the 
retreat.  It is packed with promises for 
our New Year.

A New Year 
Women’s
Retreat
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Details
The retreat begins at 8:15 PM on 

Friday night with registration occur-
ring from 7:00 to 8:00.  It will conclude 
after lunch on Sunday.  Committed 
to making this retreat a refreshing 
getaway for all women, no 
matter the season of life, 
Lutherhaven offers 1-night, 
2-night and ‘Saturday only’ 
retreat options.  Choose the 
option that works best for 
you. There is even an option 
to begin the retreat early 
for those who are eager to 
get to camp! It’s called The 
Quiet Corner and it begins 
at 1:00 p.m. on Friday. This 
is an opportunity to take a 
step off the beaten path to 
enjoy some quiet time.   

For a retreat brochure 
or more information – 
please contact Jane at  
260.636.7101 or e-mail at 
camp@lutherhaven.org, or 

visit Camp’s web site at www.luther-
haven.org. Scholarships are available. 

If you would enjoy hotel accommo-
dations, consider staying at the Quality 
Inn Hotel in Columbia City, only 20 
minutes away from Camp.  

Retreat Schedule
Friday
  1:00 p.m.	 Quiet Corner Registration begins in Office
  6:00 p.m. 	 Dinner for Quiet Corner Participants  
  7:00 p.m.	 Main Registration Begins in Lodge
  8:15 p.m. 	 Session #1
  9:00 p.m. 	 Small Group Time
  9:50 p.m. 	 Refreshments

Saturday
  8:00 a.m.	 Registration for Saturday arrivals in Lodge
  8:00 a.m.	 Breakfast
  8:55 a.m.	 Morning Praise & Worship
  9:15 a.m.	 Session #2
10:15 a.m.	 Quiet Time
11:00 a.m.	 Small Group Bible Study
12:15 p.m.	 Lunch
  1:15 p.m.	 Workshop Session #1
  2:15 p.m.	 Free Time 
		  (Craft, Guided Hike, Fireside Time, 
		  Scrapbooking, R & R)
  4:45 p.m. 	 Workshop Session #2
  6:00 p.m. 	 Dinner	
  7:00 p.m. 	 Session #3
  8:00 p.m. 	 Evening Praise & Worship
  9:00 p.m. 	 Refreshments & Fun!!

Sunday
  8:00 a.m.     	Breakfast
  8:45 a.m.  	 “Be Still and Know” in the  DRC (Optional)
  9:45 a.m.     	Small Group Bible Study
10:50 a.m.    	 Worship & Session #4
12:00 p.m.    	 Lunch & Depart for Home

Go to www.lutherhaven.org
to print a brochure 

with registration form 
and more information. 
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