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ĉSmall things, BIG 
DIFFERENCEĊ was 2022ćs 
summer theme. The small 
things of the Camp experi-
ence are a testimony to 
Godćs habit of choosing the 
seemingly smaller, easily 
unnoticed, means to 
accomplish some of His 
greatest works. Activities 
like swimming, boating, 
archery, campfire devo-
tions, canteen and capture 
the flag make the typical list 
of camper favorites. Epic 
experiences for campers, 
and things that make Camp 

unique, but small potatoes 
in the worldćs general 
perspective. However, as 
wećve heard from parents, 
there is much more going 
on!  
Allison went from feeling 

insecure to being confident. 
Conner figured out that 
making friends is within his 
grasp. Sarahćs anxiety 
dropped from a 9 to a 4. 
And Brett discovered that 
Godćs Word is alive and 
working in his life. 
These are just some of 

the awesome examples of 
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As we wrap up our 2022 Camp 
theme of ĉsmall things BIG differ-
enceĊ, I wanted to highlight the Ćsmallć 
campers we had this summer. Not in 
stature, but how so many children feel 
overlooked or ćsmallć in their life.  
Wećve all been thereąwhen we 

weren't big enough to tie our own 
shoes, cook dinner, or drive a car. 
Some of those feelings of being 
overlooked continue into adulthood as 
well. This could be from family, work, 
friends, or even church. It all has to do 
with value. Unfortunately, this is an 
area where our sinful self really letćs 
us downąboth in how we fail to value 
others and where we turn to find our 
own value.  
The good news, the BIG news, is 

that it doesnćt end there! Jesus gave us 
the reason we never have to doubt 
how valuable we are. He gave us 
himselfąon the cross and out of the 
grave. His life, death, and resurrection 
says, ĉyou are worth it!Ċ every day. 
Period! Giving thanks for the value 
won for us by  God himself.  
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Bring the joy of 

Camp Lutherhaven to 
your Christmas! 
Christmas can be a 
stressful time of year 
when it comes to 
finding the perfect gift. 
The gift of camp is one 
size fits all! From kids 
to grandkids, nieces 
and nephews, friends, 
or the whole family! 
Camp Lutherhaven 
offers gift certificates 

that can be used 
towards part or the full 
registration cost of a 
summer camp session, 
the camp store, or any 
of the year-round 
retreats offered.  
You can call 260-636-
7101 or email 
camp@lutherhaven.org 
for more information 
and to purchase a gift 
certificate. 
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Caleb "Turbo" Krueger joined the 

full-time staff team in August 2022 as 
Lutherhavenćs new Site Director. Caleb 
was previously on summer staff as a 
counselor and summer maintenance 
in the summers of 2016 & 2017, 
respectively. Caleb will help maintain 
and improve Lutherhavenćs 72 acres 
of facilities, grounds, equipment, and 
vehicles. He replaces Bob Bickham 
who retired earlier this year.  
Caleb grew up in the Fort Wayne 

area and his family has lots of connec-
tions to Lutherhaven. He has already 
jumped right in and is impacting 
Camp every day so that its mission of 
reaching out with the love of Christ 
can be carried out even more.  
Caleb will be bringing another 

person to the Lutherhaven family 
when he marries Brooke ĉPeachĊ 

Messman in December. Lutherhaven 
is excited to be welcoming them both. 
Make sure to introduce yourself the 
next time youćre up to Camp Luther-
haven! 

From towels to 
flashlights to shoes 
to bibles we have it 
all, and it might 
belong to you or 
your camper! If you think you may 
have lost something here at Camp, we 
would love to reunite you with it. Give 
us a call at 260-636-7101 or send an 

email to  
ministryimpact 
@lutherhaven.org 
with a description 
of the item. But 

donćt wait long! After January 1st all 
items will be donated to a local 
charity. 
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Delanie ĉCaeĊ Lorenz is a Fort 
Wayne native and grew up coming to  
Camp ever since she can remember! 
She joined the Ministry Impact team 
in August but she is no stranger to 
Camp. She has been on summer staff 
in 2021 and 2022, as well as Ministry 
Impact in 2021. She is going to school 
for Education and hopes to become a 
teacher one day. Some of Delaniećs 
favorites include hammocks, a good 
book, movies, musical theater, 
Chacos, and Cabin 2. Delanie is 

excited to embark on her second year 
as Ministry Impact! 
Shaina ĉGrooveĊ Lako is very excited 

to serve at Camp this year as a 
Ministry Impact Worker. She grew up 
in Findlay, Ohio and was a camper for 
over 10 years before being on sum-
mer staff in 2022 as a Kitchen Assis-
tant and Cabin Counselor. Shaina 
loves to travel and hike and hopes to 
someday visit all the National Parks. 
Some of her favorite things at Camp 
include stargazing, swimming in Lake 
Muncie, and the special community. 
Shaina canćt wait for what the year has 
in store for her! 
Nate ĉSpruceĊ Robinson joined 

Campćs onsite seasonal staff in August 
to help assist with our Outdoor 
Education programs through October 
and with Camps facility and grounds 
upkeep. Nate was on summer staff as 
a Counselor in 2022 and really helped 
things run smoothly this fall. Wećre so 
thankful for all his help! 
   If you or anyone you know might 

be interested in serving on Campćs 
seasonal staff, please go online to 
Lutherhaven.org or contact the Camp 
office at 260-636-7101. Applications 
are accepted at any time. 

God doing BIG things for both 
campers and their parents through 
Camp Lutherhaven. We canćt wait to 
see the DIFFERENCE God will make 
next summer! 

Continued from page 1 
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Lutherhaven held Campćs first ever 
Disc Golf event on August 6th called 
the Moose Mulligan and Paw Paw Putt 
with 57 participants.  
This family friendly event included 

22 holes of best shot doubles and a 
putting clinic for children ages 5-12. 
The top teams for the tournament 
won awards. There was also an award 
for the Closest to the Pin contest. Kids 
in the clinic won prizes on their own 
mini course. Participants at the event 
received a shirt and a disc golf mini 
marker.  
However, the biggest winners were 

the summer campers that the pro-
ceeds from the Moose Mulligan and 
Paw Paw Putt support through 
camperships. The event raised $3400 
for camperships and helped make 
Camp a more affordable option for 
the families of campers that attended 
Lutherhavenćs summer camp sessions. 
Special thanks to the event coordi-

nators Matt Berning and Clinton Bienz 
plus all the other volunteers who 
helped. Eight sponsors helped make 

this possible under the direction of 
Spencer Scott. They are: 

 
    Camp looks forward to 
hosting this event again 
in 2023. Those interested 
in participating next year 
should keep a look out 
for information on 
Campćs website and 
social media. 
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 ¶ Cornerstone Earthwork, LLC 
¶ Lutheran Life Villages 
¶ Bridge Trailers 
¶ Hockemeyer Family Eye Care 
¶ Jack Korte Family 
¶ Sweetwater 
¶ Thrivent 
¶ Noble REMC 
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If youćve ever been to Luther-

haven, you know it has many 
traditions that campers and staff 
alike adore. From table pounding, 
to kissing the beloved moose, to 
Suzie tasks.  
Wait, ĉWhatćs a Suzie task?Ċ you 

may be asking yourself. Well...!  
Suzie is one of Campćs tradi-

tions involving a clothespin, a 
small wicker elephant basket, and 
a crazy, silly task. This activity is 
carried out by the summer staff 
throughout the week and never fails 
to keep things interesting. They clip a 
decorated clothespin named Suzie 
onto each other throughout the day. 
When dinner rolls around and the 
Suzie song is sung, the staff member 
that enters the Lodge 
with Suzie will have to 
perform a whacky task 
in front of the entire 
Camp. Staff members 
love this tradition and 
so do campers, but they often wonder, 
ĉWhat is a paw-paw??Ċ 
A pawpaw is a tree that reaches 20 

feet in height and the trunk is around 
8 inches in diameter. Pawpaw leaves 
can grow to a foot in length and 
produce fruit that can weigh up to a 
pound and up to six inches long! The 
fruit produced by this tree is the 
largest edible fruit native to America. 
Take that, watermelon!! They may also 
be referred to as the Hoosier Banana. 
(But most likely only by Hoosiers).  
The year-round staff had the 

privilege of trying some during the 
month of September when Site 

Director, Caleb Krueger, harvested a 
few. According to multiple people, it 
reminded them of a cross between a 
mango and a banana!  
Singing the Suzie song almost every 

day during the summer made people 
wonder if there was still a pawpaw 

patch located at 
Lutherhaven. Turns 
out, Lutherhaven is 
blessed to have its very 
own pawpaw patch 
numbering over 100 

trees! The grove of small trees is 
located just down the path from the 
devotional site, Koinonia.  
The next time you are at Camp, take 

a hike and see if you can find the 
special pawpaw patch that gets sung 
about each summer! 

 Where, oh where,  
Oh where is Suzie?  
Way down yonder  

In the paw-paw patch!  
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Calling all youth leaders and high 
school youth! Join with others for Lu-
therhavenćs new IMPACT retreat this 
winter, Friday to Sunday, January 13-
15 2023.  
IMPACTćs 2023 theme is ĉA Higher 

Calling.Ċ Participants will focus on the 
importance of who they have been 
uniquely created to be in Christ, their 
purpose in life, and be affirmed that 
there is a place they belong.  
Under the direction of Camp Lu-

therhavenćs staff, this unique retreat is 
planned by youth, for youth. Partici-
pants between grades 9-12 can expect 
to enjoy a winter adventure at Camp 
Lutherhaven with activities that in-
clude games, relaxation, spiritual 
growth opportunities and campfires.  
Groups and individuals can find 

more information and register online 
at Lutherhaven.org.  

Lutherhavenćs Stepping 
Stones of Faith Jr. High Retreat 
will take place March 24-26, 
2023 and is designed to gather 
youth from the surrounding 
areas that are currently in 6-
8th grade. 
Throughout this exciting 

weekend, youth will dig into 
scripture, and take plenty of 
time for games, relaxation, and 
devotions. 
Bring your Jr High youth or 

Confirmation group and bene-
fit from this time of growth 
and fellowship. 
Groups and individuals can 

find more information and find 
registration info at  
Lutherhaven.org. 


