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DIRECTOR’S LETTER
As I reflect on the changing seasons here at Camp Lutherhaven, I can’t 
help but see God’s boundless goodness and faithfulness at work. His 
hand is evident in every challenge and victory, guiding our steps and 
sustaining our mission.

This past summer was a powerful reminder of that fact. We witnessed 
lives touched and faith renewed in ways that continue to ripple far 
beyond the lakeshore. You’ll find stories of campers and families who 
encountered Christ in fresh and meaningful ways throughout this 
newsletter. I encourage you to take a moment to read those words 
and celebrate with us how God is moving through this ministry.

As the seasons shift, we also recognize transitions within our staff. On 
pages 5 and 6, you’ll meet a new member of the Lutherhaven team 
and join us in giving thanks for the faithful service of outgoing staff, 
Bethany Andrews. Change is never easy, but it reminds us that God 
continually provides the right people, in the right time, to carry out 
His mission here at Camp.

And just as summer gives way to autumn and autumn to winter, our 
ministry looks forward to welcoming guests to upcoming retreats 
and seasonal programs. These retreats provide a unique opportunity 
for rest, renewal, and deeper fellowship in God’s creation. Whether 
providing opportunities to gather around a warm fire or open 
Scripture together, winter at Lutherhaven carries its own beauty and 
blessing.

Through all these changes—seasons, staff, and program shifts—one 
thing remains constant: the faithfulness of God and his grace working 
through the mission of Camp Lutherhaven. 

Thank you for being an active part of this ministry. Your support and 
prayers allow us to be agents of His goodness. As always, we trust in 
His plan as the future unfolds and look forward to what He has in 
store in all the seasons yet to come.

In Christ alone,
Keith Peters, Executive Director

“His compassions never fail; they are new every 
morning; great is Your faithfulness.” 			 
		                	      Lamentations 3:22-23



UPCOMING EVENTS

Camp Lutherhaven experienced another incredible summer in 2025, 
welcoming campers into a Christ-centered community filled with 
laughter, adventure, and life-changing experiences. At the heart of it 
all was our amazing Summer Staff team. These dedicated young adults 
served with energy, creativity, and compassion—leading songs around 
the campfire, guiding activities, and walking alongside campers as they 
grew in faith. If you would like to make a difference in the lives of our 
campers next summer, check out possible positions at  
lutherhaven.org/summer-staff. 

We begin accepting applications October 15. Don’t miss your chance to 
join this energetic, life-giving team!

impact: high school winter retreat jan 16-18

women’s retreat jan 23-25

registration for summer camp begins feb 2026

stepping stones of faith confirmation retreats mar 13-15
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CELEBRATING A SUMMER OF
SERVANT LEADERS



This summer at Camp Lutherhaven was bursting with joy, 
laughter, and life-changing moments in God’s creation!  
From the very first campfire to the last cabin cleanup, campers 
discovered the joy of community, the beauty of the outdoors, 
and—most importantly—the truth of God’s incredible love.

Our theme “’Cuz Why?” kept pointing us back to John 3:17, 
reminding us that God loves us so much that He sent His Son—
not to condemn the world, but to save it through Him! Every 
game, Bible study, swim, hike, and worship moment was infused 
with this life-changing truth.

Whether it was campers asking big questions, counselors 
leading with joy, or families finding renewal together, one thing 
was clear: God is at work at Camp Lutherhaven, and His love  
changes everything!

‘CUZ WHY?
A SUMMER TO REMEMBER!

“My child wanted to get a new Bible so he  
could keep reading, so we ordered a new one!”



2025 SUMMER  
AT A GLANCE
Summer Staff engaged in 
meaningful, intentional 
conversations with campers 
about how to grow in their  
faith after Camp, leading to  
the following:
•	 Campers left Camp 

wanting to get baptized.
•	 Other campers wanted 

to start attending church 
more after Camp.

•	 A parent of a camper said 
their child started to read  
the Bible more.

•	 Family Camps  
remained strong.

•	 Full-Week camper 
registrations grew by 7%.

“I don’t know what you 
did…but my child came 
back changed and I am 
seriously grateful for  
you guys!”



FRESH FACES,  
LASTING MISSION
At Camp Lutherhaven, each new season brings fresh energy and 
gifted leaders who step in to serve. Though staff may change, our 
mission stays the same—helping kids, families, and communities 
grow in faith and experience God’s creation in unforgettable ways.

FROM CAMPER TO LEADER
Camp Lutherhaven is thrilled to welcome Mallory “Dusty” 
Hockemeyer as our new Director of Outdoor Education 
and Family Ministry!

A longtime camper and summer staff alum, Dusty knows 
firsthand the joy of discovering God’s creation along the 
shores of Lake Muncie, leading campfire songs under the 
stars, and building lifelong friendships on the trail. Now, 
she’s stepping into a leadership role that combines two of 
her greatest passions: sharing Christ’s love with families 
and helping people connect with the outdoors.

In her new position, Dusty will guide outdoor education 
programming for school groups, churches, and 
community partners. She’ll also help families grow in faith 
through retreats, special events, and intergenerational 
ministry opportunities. Dusty brings a contagious energy 
that makes learning and worshiping together both fun 
and meaningful.

The Lutherhaven team is so excited to have Dusty back at 
Lutherhaven. Her creativity, joy and deep love for Jesus 
will bless campers and families for years to come.

Welcome back, Dusty! We can’t wait to see how God uses 
your gifts to inspire, teach, and encourage everyone who 
comes to Camp Lutherhaven. 



BLESSINGS ON 
BETHANY’S NEXT 
STEPS
We’re grateful for Bethany’s 
creativity, compassion,  
and faithful service—and  
we will miss her dearly.  
Wishing Bethany joy,  
growth, and blessings  
on her next adventure!

JOIN EMMA “PENNY” SCHROEDER AND 
ELIZABETH “GLACIER” LALONDE ON OUR 
MINISTRY IMPACT TEAM!
Are you ready to grow your skills, serve others, and experience 
the joy of outdoor ministry? Camp Lutherhaven is now accepting 
applications for Ministry Impact internship positions!

These seasonal roles (August–May) give young adults the 
opportunity to contribute in meaningful ways—whether through 
marketing, teaching, meal service, fundraising, administration, 
or site development. Each person brings their own unique gifts, 
and every role enhances the mission of sharing Christ in the 
midst of His creation. It’s more than a job—it’s a chance to live in 
community, strengthen your faith, and make a lasting difference.

Applications are open until filled. For more information or to 
apply, check out the Ministry Impact Job Description or contact 
Keith Peters with questions. Come join the adventure. Discover 
your calling. Make an impact at Camp Lutherhaven!

Emma “Penny” Schroeder Elizabeth “Glacier” LaLonde



IMPACT: HIGH 
SCHOOL WINTER 
RETREAT –  
JANUARY 16-18, 2026
Each winter, teens from across 
the region gather for IMPACT, 
a retreat filled with music, 
games, teaching, and plenty 
of laughter. Designed for high 
school youth, it’s a time to 
build friendships, strengthen 
faith, and be inspired by 
God’s Word. For many, IMPACT 
becomes a highlight of the 
year and a step forward in 
their walk with Christ.

SEASONS OF RENEWAL 
Retreats That Refresh the Soul
Welcome to retreat season at Camp Lutherhaven! Whether it’s 
a weekend packed with high-energy worship, a peaceful time of 
reflection, or a milestone in faith, retreats at Camp Lutherhaven 
offer the perfect setting to recharge spiritually and reconnect 
with God’s creation.
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WOMEN’S RETREAT – 
JANUARY 23-25, 2026
The new year is a perfect 
time for renewal, and Camp 
Lutherhaven invites all ladies 
(college-age and up) to join us 
in January 2026 for the annual 
Women’s Retreat. With a theme 
of Promises: Received, Fulfilled, 
and Hoped For, this retreat 
will offer rest for the soul, 
opportunities for fellowship, 
and encouragement for the 
journey of faith in the midst  
of God’s marvelous creation.

STEPPING STONES  
OF FAITH –  
MARCH 13-15, 2026* 
*And other dates available for 
individual groups upon request 
Confirmation is a milestone 
worth celebrating, and Camp 
Lutherhaven’s Stepping 
Stones of Faith gives churches 
the perfect place to mark 
the journey. Through guided 
activities, worship, and time in 
nature, these retreats provide 
students and congregations 
with unforgettable faith-
shaping experiences.

From youth and women’s gatherings to confirmation 
milestones, Lutherhaven retreats offer something 
for every season of life. Join us and discover how God 
continues to work through moments of rest, renewal, and 
community in the heart of His creation.



AMERICAN FOX SQUIRREL  
FUN FACTS!
1. Super Size Me! — The American Fox Squirrel is the largest tree  
squirrel in North America, often growing up to 28 inches long, 
including their tails.

2. Nutty Memory — These squirrels bury hundreds of nuts each  
year, but they sometimes forget some—helping new trees sprout  
and forests thrive.

3. Colorful Coats — Fox squirrels can be orange, gray, or even black,  
and their fur often changes shades depending on where they live.

4. Amazing Leaper — Fox squirrels can leap up to 15 feet between  
trees, using their strong back legs to launch and their bushy tail  
to steer and balance.

5. Chatter and Tail Talk — They use a mix of calls, clicks, and tail  
flicks to warn each other of danger or claim their territory.

Let’s thank God for the 
special way he made 
squirrels to survive in 
every season!  
 
Job 12:7–10 – “But ask 
the animals, and they 
will teach you… In 
his hand is the life of 
every creature and the 
breath of all mankind.”



Hey, kids! Welcome to Critter Corner, a page just for you! Grab your 
favorite markers to color the American fox squirrel, learn some pretty 
cool facts about this Camp critter, and then help the squirrel find the 
best hiding place for this nut. 

We’d love to see your creations! Just take a picture and  
send it to us at camp@lutherhaven.org

CRITTER CORNER



PRACTICAL GIVING, 
JOYFUL LIVING
At Camp Lutherhaven, ministry happens in the simple, everyday 
details—whether it’s a counselor leading a craft with bright new 
markers or a maintenance volunteer fixing equipment to keep 
everyone safe. And you can be part of it by donating an item or more 
from our Wish List, which is filled with practical items that make camp 
a little safer, a little cleaner, and a lot more fun!

Our list includes everything from towels and tennis balls to oven 
mitts and life vests. You’ll also find garden tools to help keep camp 
beautiful, craft supplies for rainy-day creativities, and dryer vent 
cleaning kits that protect our facilities. Who knows—you may even 
have something lying around your garage that could donate to bless 
camp in a big way.

The beauty of Wish List giving is that no gift is too small, and every 
donation plays a part in creating a place set apart, a place where 
faith is nurtured and memories are made. You can find a link to our 
Amazon Wish List at lutherhaven.org/go/give/. 

In addition to our Wish List, we’re currently looking for the  
following items:

Thank you for helping meet these everyday needs. Your generosity 
keeps Camp Lutherhaven running smoothly and joyfully, one towel, 
tennis ball, and oven mitt at a time.

•	 Wash cloths
•	 Ping Pong Balls
•	 Paracord
•	 Youth Life Vest
•	 Long Lighters
•	 13 Quart Stackable 

Storage Bins

•	 Heavy Duty  
Hole Punch

•	 9V Batteries
•	 27” Snow Shovel
•	 Liquid Fabric Dye
•	 LED 65-Watt  

Light Bulbs

•	 Mini-Van
•	 3’X5’ Outdoor 

 Floor Mats
•	 Stone Shower Mats



LEADING WITH PURPOSE, 
GROWING WITH JOY:  
FREE WORKSHOPS AT CAMP LUTHERHAVEN

Step into the woods to discover new growth! Camp 
Lutherhaven is inviting northern Indiana’s teachers, 
administrators, and youth workers to enjoy a free, one-
of-a-kind professional development experience. Thanks 
to generous support from Lilly Endowment Inc., these 
leadership workshops cover everything from speaker 
fees to refreshments, giving you space to focus fully on 
learning and renewal.

Each workshop is designed to meet your group’s unique 
needs. Want to dig into sustainable leadership and rest-
focused strategies? Lutherhaven partners with Run Hard 
Rest Well, a nationally recognized program equipping 
leaders to thrive without burning out. Prefer to bring in 
your own presenter? No problem—Camp Lutherhaven will 
tailor the experience around your vision.

No matter what training you choose, you’ll find yourself in 
a setting that sparks creativity, refreshes the spirit, and 
reminds you why you lead in the first place. Surrounded 
by nature and encouragement, these workshops offer 
more than information—they offer transformation. This 
is your opportunity to learn, recharge, and head back 
to your school, church, or organization energized and 
equipped to make an even greater impact.

Ready to grow with us? Contact camp@lutherhaven.org 
or call 260-636-7101 to explore options and schedule a 
workshop that fits your team.



FALL AT CAMP 
LUTHERHAVEN
At Camp Lutherhaven, community shines brightest when people  
gather to serve and celebrate together. A special fall event offers 
exactly that—fun and fulfilling ways to invest in Camp while making 
lasting memories.

MOOSE MULLIGAN & PAW 
PAW PUTT — OCT. 18
This family-friendly event offers something for everyone. Adults and 
teens can compete in the 22-hole Moose Mulligan “best shot doubles” 
tournament, complete with prizes, custom discs, and plenty of laughs. 

Meanwhile, children ages 5–12 can join the Paw Paw Putt, learning the 
basics of disc golf before testing their skills on a mini course designed 
just for them. Proceeds support the Campership Fund, ensuring that 
no child is turned away from camp for financial reasons.

October 18th from 8am to 12:30pm.



YOUR LEGACY,  
THEIR ADVENTURE 
 
Planned giving is more than a financial gift—it’s a way to  
ensure that the experiences of faith, friendship, and fun  
at Camp Lutherhaven continue long into the future. By 
including camp in your will or estate plan, or through  
gifts such as securities or life insurance, you help create  
a legacy that outlives you.

Your gift helps guarantee that children, youth, and families  
will gather around the campfire, sing songs under the stars,  
and grow in Christ for years to come, all in a special place 
set apart for His purposes. Whether large or small, every 
planned gift makes a lasting difference in sustaining  
Camp Lutherhaven’s mission.

If you’d like to explore the simple ways you can bless future 
generations through planned giving, we’d be honored to 
talk with you. Together, we can keep the campfires—and 
faith-filled moments—burning bright.
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LOST SOMETHING AT CAMP?

Summer camp may be over, but some of your favorite 
things might have decided to stay behind! From 
sweatshirts and shorts to water bottles and towels, our 
Lost and Found is full of treasures waiting to be claimed. 
If you’re missing something, give us a call—we just might 
have it. All unclaimed items will be donated at the end of 
the year, so don’t wait too long!



Watch video here QR
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